[B] They later came to consider them like vessels which came from 
outside the Sabbath limit after dark, which can be moved within a 
range of four cubits. 


[C] They later came to consider them like vessels which rested in the 
courtyard. which can be moved within the courtyard. 


[D] | Then Rabban Gamaliel the Elder came and decreed that they may 
move about for two thousand cubits in every direction. 


[II:2 A] Jt was taught: [the same limit of two thousand cubits applies] even if 
one came from beyond the Sabbath boundaries to circumcise an infant. 


[B] This Mishnah is according to R. Eleazar. For we learned there: R. 
Eleazar said moreover, they may cut wood [on the Sabbath] to 
make charcoal in order to forge an iron implement [M. Shab. 
19:1]. 


2:4 
[A] How do they examine the witnesses? 


[B] The pair which makes its appearance first do they examine first. 


[C] They bring in the elder of them and say to him, “Tell us. How did you 
see the moon? Was it facing the sun or turned away from it? Was 
it to the north or to the south? How high was it, and in which 
direction was it leaning? And how broad was it?” 


[D] If he said, “It was facing the sun,” he has said nothing at all. 

[E] Afterwards they would bring in the second party and examine him. 

[F] If their testimony coincided, their testimony was confirmed. 

[G] And [in the case of] all the other pairs of witnesses, they ask the main 
points, 

[H] not because they needed their [evidence], but so that they should not 
go out disappointed, 

[I] so that they would make it a habit of coming in the future. 


[I:1 A] R. Yohanan said, “Even the one who is mistaken the most of all does 
not err in this matter, ‘in front of the sun or behind the sun?’ /t 
ought not to read otherwise than concavity [of the moon] in front of 
the sun, concavity [of the moon] behind the sun.” 


[B] Bar Qappara taught both of them [in his Mishnah]: in front of the sun 
[or] behind the sun; concavity in front of the sun, concavity behind the 
sun. 


